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father could make nothing, and who on his return from his
captivity in Spain three years before had forgotten his own
language, disliked her from the first, her brilliancy and
cleverness only making his own want of ability the more
noticeable. So that the prospect before Catherine was not a
bright one. in a foreign country, disliked by her husband,
hated by the French nation, despised as a low-born foreigner,
and with enemies all around watching for an opportunity of
bringing some charge against her which would enable France
to get rid of her.

In 1535, two years after her marriage, Catherine heard
of the tragic death of her cousin Ippolito, basely poisoned
by the hated Alessandro. It must have been a severe blow to
her, as he was not only a cousin to whom she was much
attached, but also almost her last living relative. Seldom
has any one been left at her age so absolutely alone in the
world; her aunt Clarice (her father's only sister) was long
since dead; her distant relative, Pope Clement, h:d died in
the previous year; and now her only cousin, Ippolito, being
also gone, she had no living relations at all, except her
father's first cousin, Maria Salviati, who after Catherine's
marriage had practically retired from the world. Catherine's
isolated state in this respect naturally much increased the
difficulty of her position, as she was thus without that power-
ful support of influential relations which others in like cases
have generally possessed. So that this girl of sixteen, con-
fronted by so many adverse conditions, had nothing but her
own ability and strength of character upon which to depend.

In August 1536, when she had been married nearly three
years, her husband's elder brother, the Dauphin Francis,
who, ever since his harsh confinement in Spain as a boy, had
continued in weak health,20 died suddenly at Tournon. This
death of his eldest son was a terrible blow to Francis I, all
whose affection was centered on the Dauphin. On hearing at
Lyons that he was ill, the King at once prepared to go to him,
when, just as he was starting, came the news of his death.